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Da&r Colleaguee; 

So often in our society, ua bre wi~llrig to 23 
ctitiaiea, but not commwnd. This letter ie in 
regard to rho commendation of your approval bf~jthe 
drug, Lotronsr. L= 

I 61 a gsatrorntero~ogiot in a eingle spmoialii$ 
group in Atlanta, Gmorgla with 21 phymicians @thin 
tne group. It is any epeclai duty vithln thia;F&wy 
to talk+ car* of the patients who hsva 
ge6trointe6tinal motility cUrorder or functlc%l 
bowa byndrome. Within that spectrurr fall8 a graup 
of disorders known as irritable hovel. 

In parttCu1er, I lauded the FDA marllot this year 
at the time of rhe approval of wut eru , Lottonmx. 
In 20 years, f we hsQ not erm a nealCat on that ua# 
not merely dirmat touerd symptoms, but warn directed 
touerd thr physFology of a condition. In fact, 
durfng IOY leorures on irritsblr bwel myndrore, any 
phyoician that you vould zlpeaK to would knou the 
llat of aedlcationa that nre evailablm for tlio 
dirorder. The druga that WC had prior to the 
btronor uefe soaewhat effective, but a6 f 
dwmribed to you, wmre only so in that they truated 
symptoms. 

The pcrtirnt'a I see are not the Vnormslw patiente. 
I 8ae @any patients who have goram to othmr tertiary 
asfe cmntmre for evalu6tion, ina~udihg isuCh 
lnstltutions 88 the Hay0 Clinic, ClevsLand Clinic, 
or Duke Wnivereity. I: gladly send thelrr patienta 
therm for a arcand opln$on and sommtines they have 
diffia=u‘rry Under6tandiny c1 candition that hd#‘km 
infAau8toty activity, dimcrrnibls x-ray 
abnormlity, or perturbed blood prrrsmmtor. 

I a~ lure you have n6atd multiple' anecdotes, but 
there are aoveral that I would ltke to relate to 
you from 8 personal level. First ui alI, I would 
like fo my to you that I havs eever81 pationtr in 
ay praatloe who have required norcetia analgeeia 
for control of their conditiof¶. 

CQW'PIWUED... 



11/16t2035 02: 39 7709264421 WOODSTOCK SPECIALTY PAGE 02 

One pdnrtfculat patient takes 75 mcg of Durbqeeic to 
contend her diarrhesl syaproms to tns point whsrs 
rha 1.6,able to perform her dally houamhold 
activltics. With the approval and iaplement~tlon of 
Lotronsr for this patient, her lffe ha8 chanqed 
drmatically. She has becsics~ly bon waned off of 
thmas typer, of mrdhktions tmd trrkor an oCcaeioM1 
teaspmful of’parogorfc to eonttol her symptom, 
Thie 16 8 totrune% 6uccBBs. 

I @klro haee 8 patient rho is 4s trial lkwyer who, 
due to the multiple rodetin propertier of both 
antlcholfnergic druge and narcotic a~lgeoic6, ua4 
ebuut to chsnge careorr. She wm not ruble to 
perform trial law any longer. with the utilization 
of U3fronrx, thio lady has returned to the legal 
workplace in her cboren vooation- 

Rag4rd~ng the aide effects described, mince 
implmmmtat~on, 
proocFiption6. 

our yroup hem prerrcribed 5,000 
There hae been rm fatality in the&e 

pro8criptione and no sgfoade at iachemic ou1.itiu 
ha0 Oren described. Our roup also participated in 
the original l tudiee had 7 ng up to the PDA 
approvrl. 

. . . 

II Burnt may that, uhfortunrk~ly, 1 think tBQn0 of the 
advmtme rmactiono that w 6ee uic?~ drugs Like 
Letronax are not rrlatad to the drug iteeLfb I 
fro1 the+ in a eignlXtc4nt number af then* 
riWat$ons, there may be phyeician respons~bil$ty. 
What I mean by this ic th@t soaatimbo patirnre ate 
not melected appropriately for utilimtion or d 
drug. As you are well auara, there is a partirjular 
role for thfe drug in diarrhea-predanlnanr 
irritable bowel tiyndroae (b/IBS). This drug iti 
effective and ehoulb be a1louod to remain a8 e 
weapon in the anumnantariua against Iunctional 
buuel dieorders. 

In w.m84ry, this le a letter of suppor*r. for ClJe 
product, Lotronex, uhlch his& Uaved so nmy livee of 
tha patients in my practiae khst is dwlis?ated 
toward ireatnent and dlagnoslr of’ irritable bowel/ 
functional-kmwe1 disorder@. removal of this 
prbduat from the market pBc@ would ba the travOOtY 
fer the 4.s million individuals in this coWCry Who 
cluffer from irritable bowe1 syndrome. 



:.., *&,.,.+.T-~ . . . . :.:.s..;l_.“*. 2<*~Y&. /.., (, 2.. I.,.“,:... ._,. _ ,,.. .- _...._ _n.e_^^._, _ , ., 

,- 

., ... 

11/16,‘2835 02: 39 7709264421 WOODSTOCK SPECIALT’V 

?iovemmr 15, 2000 
Pagr Thrae 

Thank you for youtr sttentfon to chlm mettet in 
mdvmncm. 

Dire~tior, Functional Bowel Cen)er 
Atiwwh Gaf3tr0wharoloqy A.ss--tes 
203 mrodpark PlWS 
Suite A-100 
woodstock. Georgia 30188 
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